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Genave.

den 23 September 1921.

H. Herr Erkko,'

Jag far bYrja med att tacka f¥r den h¥lsning Ni
s8nde mig genom ¥EEESr BBYk i den finska delegationen.
D8refter m&ste jag bedja om ursHkt fBr att jag ej hittills
haft tid p&bBrja den artikelserie om FolkfBrbundetg ut-
veckling och syfte, som jag lévade Eder att skriva nHr vi
triffades 1 somras,

Under Assembléen utkommer h¥r en stenografisk
rapport av fBrhandlingarna i sj#lva Assembléen och i kom-
missionerna och en s.k, "Journal Officiel™, Jag har bedt
att ett exemplar av dessa rapporter och av "Journal Offi-
ciel™ skulle sHndas till Eder regelbundet, fBr att Ni skul-
le kunna vara i til11fH#lle att fBlja med vad som fBrsig-
gdr h8r i Gendve. Ankomma dessa dokument regelbundet, och
om icke, vill Ni vara god att underrftta mig om saken?
Lade Herr Erkko mMrke till fBrteckningen i Septembernumret
av "Monthly Surmary" Bver Assqmbléens dokument? Hr det
n8got av dessa dokument som skulle sHrskilt intressera
Eder, och i s& fall vilket eller vilka?

Jag ttog: mig friheten att h¥romdagen BversHnda

de hittills utkomna numren av "Press Opinions", inneh&l-
lande nidyket t#mligen inteessant material och kommentarer

Herr Eero Erkko,
Helsingin Sanomat,
Helsingfors.
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fran amerikanska och andra korrespondenter om FYrenta
Staternas och Sydamerikas st¥llning till FolkfBrbundet,
ﬁikasa om Tehéco-Slovakiens fBreslagna ¥ndring av arti-
kel 21 1 Pakten angfende "Lokal gruppering", m.m. Den
kanske kan bli till nfgon hj¥lp fBr den som vill f¥lja
med vad som fYrsiggdr h¥r i Gendve,

Jag har avtalat med Herr Urho Toivola ‘hHr att
fUr mig BversHtta kommentarer Bver FolkfBrbundet ur Hel-
singin Sanomat, vilka kommentarer sedan ins#ttas i "Press

'.
}
]
§

Opinions", (Dessutom kan Jag n¥mna att Herr Toivola och
i Jag efter Assembléen ¥mna giva varandea lektioner i resp.
; ~ finska och engelska,)

lMed stBrsta hBgaktning

Eder , ; F
RN TIN
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Genéve den 1 Juni 1922,

H, Herr Erkko,

N&r jag hade &ran och n#jet tréffa Lder ifjol, lovade
jag tillstdlla Eder en serie artiklar om Folkf#rbundet, dess
organisation, arbete, syfte o,s.v, vilka Ni & Eder sida mycket
vdlvilligt &tog Er att upptaga i Er tidning,

Jag tror, s& vitt jag hirifrdn kan beddma, att det
nu just efter Genuakonferensen vore en lémplig tidpunkt att

offentliggtra en sédan artikelserie, ty Genuakonferensen har

pé& en och samma géang tryggat Folkforbundets framtid och klar-

scissiu

gjort, vilka de stora internationella problem #iro ,som méste
15sas £8r att Folkfdrbundet skall kunna fylla sin uppgift:
Genuaskonferensen har némligen (1) definitivt avlédgsnat varje
tanke pa bildandet av nagon slags europeisk konsert eller ut-
vidgning av de Allierades HUgsta R&d, som skulle trédda 1 Folk-
‘fﬁrbundets stille; utftrandet av de beslut som fattades i Genua
har anfsrtrotts &t FolkfXrbundet, och denna organisation kvar-
stidr som den enda fasta sammanslutning av stater i1 Europa f#r

mellanfolkligt samarbete och fredlig l¥sning av tvister; (2)

2 andra sidan #r det sedan Genua tydligt att ffrrén de Allie-

rade 18st skadestdndsfrigan med Tyskland och tréffat-en Hver-
enskommelse med Ryssland, blir den viktigasteé internationella

frdgan, d,v.s, Tysklands och Rysslands fsrh8llande till de Al-

1ierade,behandlad utanfr Folkisrbundet, Frrst d& denna friga

Herr Eero Erkko,
Huvudredaktdr f6r Helsingin Sanomat,

Helsinki
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18sts blir det myjligt att f4 Tyskland och Ryssland in i Folk-

fﬁ;bundet och dérigenom m&jligt f5r Folkf¥rbundet attsvertaga

ledningen av [Luropas politiska utveckling,

Vid den nuvarande Pariskonferensen f¥rslker Tyskland
och de Allierade med Hr J, P, Morgans hjdlp att l#sa skade-
stdndsfridgan, och den stundande Haagkonferensen kommer kanske
att utmynna antingen i en allm#én Sverenskommelse med Ryssland,
eller i en serie separatfsrdrag och de jure erk#innande av Sov-

jetregeringen genom ett flertal europeiska stater. Nan kan

ju d¥rfdr hoppas, om man Hr optimistiskt anlagd,att dessa tva
huvudfrdgor skola lbsas’ innan &rets slut, Men det kan ju ocksd
hénda att det nuvarande liget, d.v,.s, Ryssland fégelfritt och
Tyskland inbegripet i sténdiga reparationskriser med de Allie-
rade, fortsitter #nnu i ett par &rs tid,under vilken Folkfor-
bundet 48 miste fors#tta sin nuvarande stilla och undanskymda
tillvaro, |

Men just d&rfdr aft det nu &r s#dkert att Folkftrbundet
sndd far sista ordet, vore det av.intresse, och kanske till och
med av en viss vikt i samband med frégan om Finlands utrikes-
politik att f& en Hverblick over Folkftrbundets organisation
och arbete under de forsta tva §ren av dess tillvaro,

I hopp om att Ni délar denna asikt, har jeg d&rfir
skrivit en serie av fem artiklar om Folkfsrbundet, vilka jag 1

dagarna #mnar sénda Zder.

Med detta brev tilldter jag mig dessutom “versinda
en artikel om Genuskonferensen och Folkftirbundet, i vilken det
utfrrligt redogdres for vilka frégor som av Genuakonferensen_

sverlimnats till behandling af Folkfsrbundet.

Med stbrsta higaktning

V\‘M,Q)\Llw
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Adresse télégraphique: NATIONS GENEVE. Inform&t ion Sectbn,
secretariat
0f the

i . : LEAGUE OF NATIONS.
SOCIETE DES NATIONS. 29th August, 1923, : Geneva,

Rappeler dans la correspondance —
In reply please quote —

Dear Mr. Erkko,

In accordance with my promige I send you
herewith a copy of the Assembly agends, together
with an article discussing some of the proints in
the agenda. You already have the Preliminary article
on the nature and methods of the Assembly. 3o

soon as a list of delegates comes out I will gend
it to you.

I likewise enclose herewith g document
entitled "What the League of Nations is ang What
any League of Existing Nations liust Be,n"

I wrote
. 31 originally for consumption in Englang. As you
will see it is quite unofficial in form, Never-

theless, you may possibly find it containg a useful
idea or so. I should sum up the moral of it gg
being that to make an effective League of Nations
it is necessary to have &3 enlightened foreign
prolicies in the nations members of the League.

Secondary, in the sense-that they are themselves
Products of this brimary reform. Angd the reform

itself depends, of course, on the educatiop of
public opinion,

Yours s ne erely,

' Ly
M. X, Pddtoimittaja Hero Erkko, YV g'(T}xAni@UA'T;wocﬁﬁl-
HELSINGIN SANOMAT, i
Helsingfors,

FPinland.



Adresse télégraphique: NATIONS GENEVE. e Information Sect ion,
- Secretariat
of the

SOCIETE DES NATIONS. i LEAGUE OF NATIONS.
' 12th Sept., 1925. Geneva.

Rappeler dans la correspondance —
In reply please quote —

Dear Mr. Erkko,

This is a memorandum on the Italo-Greek con-~
clict that I drew up largely to clear my own thoughts
on the matter. It~attempts to present as balanced
and fair a view of the whole situation as possible,
while making it quite clear that as yet it ig too
early to judge of the effects on the standing ang
future of the League. It is, of course, entirely
private and unofficial, and while I send it to you
in the hope that you may find it of use for reference,
I must ask you please not to quote my name or the

Secretariat in any way in connection with it,

Yours sincerely,

M. XK. Paatoimittaja Rero Erkko, L(Z/QQ/\M

HELSINGIN SANOMAT,
Helsingfors.
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Information Sect ion,

Secretariat
of the
SOCIETE DES NATIONS. ; LEAGUE OF NATIONS.
8th Oct., 1923, Geneva,

Dear Mr. Erkko,

Thank you so much for Sending me HELSINGIN SANOMAT
regularly. From it I note that your Special corespoddent here
keeps you very well informed !

I am sending you, under Separate cover, a copy of a
general article on the Just concluded meeting of the Assembly,
as well as a copy of the fi nal text of the draft Treaty of
Guarantee, in the form and with the commentary that was com-
muincated to all the governments membersof the League by a
decision of the Council on September 29. I see already from the
newspapers that you have received all the information there is
to give about the way the Carelian question was dealt with,

I hope the stuff I am sending you together with the
Verbatim Records ang Official Journals you received during the
4ssembly have given you all that you need for following the
proceedings, forming a Judgment on the significance of thig
Assembly and constituting a basis for reference in the future.
The Assembly is essentially an occasion when the various
activities of the League are passed unger review, carried a step
further and the lines of action for the future laid down.

That is why a good (dea} of what happenel at the Assenbly is
useful throughout the ensuing year. From the Finnish point of
view the work done in putting the draft Treaty of Guarantee
into final form and sending it on to the governments for their
opinions, as well as the stressing of the fact that the
Carelian guestion is still Open and is still a matter of inter-
national concern were perhaps of most importance.

From the general point of view I think the strengthening
of the Council is the most important feature } Sweden got back
to the Council with 8 heavy vote in her favour, and although
the Swedish delegation did absolutely no lobby and although
Sweden had taken s very prominent part through Italian-
Greek business, and, in fact, throughout her career, as a member
of the Counecil. Judging by %ha applause given to Ifr. Branting
at the Assehbly ana various other indications, I think it safe
to say that Sweden has informally been given & sort of mandate
by the small Powers t6 stand up for League principles.

As for c:oohoalovakia, the substitution of that country
for China on the Council is a ¢lear gain. The Czechs have shown
themselves more statesmanlike ang more "economic" in their
outlook than most of the new Sstates, and ag leaders of the Little
Entente represent a vonsiderable political force. Jluring the
coming year it looks ag though for better or for worse there must
at last be some settlement of the question of reparations. It
would be rash to set a term to 8 crisis which seems to have an
almost infinite capacity for getting worse without touching
bottom, but that some kind of a setflement should be obt
during the coming year may be regarded as probable,

M. X. Paatoimittaja Eero Erkko,
EELSINGIN SANOMAT,
Helsing§fors,
Finlend,




At any rate until g settlement ig reached on thig question
the great Powers are not likely to take up the question of
Russia in earnest, From the general European point of
view, % think 1t is g good thing Czechoslovakia is on

the Comncil rather than Poland during this period. At

the next Assembly two of the oldest temporary members of
the Council mmgst retire to give place to freshly elected
members and it wounlg then seem not inpossible to get
Poland in, In the meantime if any Russian question does
come up, I imagine there will always be the opportunity
under Article IV of the Covenant for one or more stateg
bordering Russia to git on the Council for the -

I have tried to set down on Paper as objective
and all-round g view ag Possible of the general European

and future Prospects of the League. I enclose thig
document for what it is worth and beg you will make any
use of it you gee fit, so long as it ig understood that
it is quite Private ang unofficial, representing my
personal view only and not to be quoted ag ipn any way
connected with the Secretariat (or with myself, 8ince I

am a member of the Secretariat é s S s “,wﬁ,

Yours 8incerely,

K%



Information Section,
Secretariat
" of the

SOCIETE DES NATIONS. ' LEAGUE OF NATIONS.
19th Oct., 1923, Geneva.

Dear Mr. Erkko,

I enclose herewith a report of the speeches msde
at the Imperial Conference in London on October 12, as it
appeared in the London papers of the 13th,

The reason I am doing so is that these Speeches
have made a considerable impression in London and, I believe,
abroad as well, in that they reveal for the first time the
extent to which the Yome and Dominiong Governments support
the league and all the League stands for. The Dominions,
of course, are small nations and support the League on the
Same ground as other small nations, with the addition that
membership of the League serves to emphasise their position
a8 independent states bound by ties of interest, blood, ang
frééndship to the Mother-Country, with whom they form a sort
of informal but perpetual alliance, a league of nations
within the wider League. Practical point is lent to this
attitude of the Dominions by the reparations scheme General
Smuts is laying before the Conference. flo doubt you will
have seen a g00d deal of discussion in the press on this
Scheme by the time this letter reaches you, and I will there-
fore say here only that it appears to provide for (1) re-
construction of Germany'sg finances, the stabilisation of the
mark, etc. on lines analogous to the Austrian Scheme; (2)
the placing of the neutralisation of the Rhineland (which ig
already provided for in the Ireaty of Versailles) under
some form of League Supervision. General Smuts is apparently
very insistent on both these aspects of the scheme being
vested in the League, and from all that I know of General
Smuts' record I have no doubt that he is equally insistent
upon Germany being & member of the League Council as s
condition of putting this scheme into execution.

I do not believe there will be any immediate re-

sults, for the Poincars Government will certainly not
agree to any such scheme except under very strong Pressure,
and the Die-hard element in the present Cabinet will
probably prevent any such pressure being exerted by the
British Government, It is my belief that there must be

neral elections in both france and England before we get
to the point of action, and that in the meanwhile the French
will increasingly try to control and exploit the Ruhr and
the Rhineland, leaving the rest of Germany to "stew in its
~own juice."  This policy will never come to an end, in the
sense that it will mean g continuous financial and military
drain on France and & state of increasing political anxiety
end unrest. How long it will last T go not know, but I feel
fairly confident that British policy will more and more

harden on League lines, quite irrespective of what rarty is
in power.

Boraisy K. Pédtoimittaja Eero Erkko,
HELSINGIN SANOMAT,

Helsingfors,
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The reason for this is that British opinion is to
an increasing degree real ising that the League is the
modern substitute for or development of the old balance of
power to which Great Britain has always been committed.
The League of Nations is simply the balance of power taking
account of the interdependence of modern nations and con-
sequently of the paramount need of organising pe@ce instead
of preparing for war, The late war left such passions in
England, as in the other belligerent countries, as to obe-
scure this truth, which was why Great Britain, abandoning
all her old traditions,agreed to)peaceg disarming and
partiallydismembering the beaten powers (contrast this
with theé role of Great Britain at the Congress of Vienna l),

But in proportion as the illsuions and hatreds born of the '

war are dissipated, British opinion is more and more con-
sciously and consistentlﬁ striving to reinstal%{ Ger

in her proper place in the councils of Europe, with her
membership of the League as an essential part of this pro-
cess. That is,Great Britain wants a balance of power, or
rather a balance of polici¢inside the League, realising that
international cooperation tan only be brought about by the
failure of dictation, and that to bring it sbout is of
vital interest for no country more than Great Britain,

The Greek-~Italian business has stirred up a tre-
mendous discussion on all the League stands for in
England, and the net result seems to be that people are
saying "the League is dangerously weak at present; we must
put the whole weight of our policy into making the League
what it ought to be in our own interest.”

I repeat, no immediate results are to be expected
and conditions on the Continent will probably get worse
before they get better. But the present trend of things
in England is very comforting’because it corresponds to

deep-seated necessities smud will contimue to gather
volume and energy.

Yours sincerely,

X




Adresse télégraphique: NATIONS GENEVE.

SOCIETE DES NATIONS. GENEVAe LEAGUE OF NATIONS.

30th October, 1923

Rappeler dans la correspondance —
In reply please quote —

Dear Mr Erkko,

I have sent you under separate cover two articles
dealing with publications recently issued by the Economie
Section of the League Secretariat and giving a review of +the
public finances of a number of countries and particularly of
their defence budgetse

Some of this information is valuable for reference in
case of discussion on armaments, etc. and some of it is
relevant to the questions of reparations, inter-allied debts,
etcs at present being discussed. Each of the two articles
constitutes a summary of the publicationf to which it refers.
If you want copies of the publications themselves please let
me know and I will send them,

I enclose herewith newspaper reports of the two speeches
recently made by General Smuts and giving his view of the
international situation in general and the Franco-German
crisis and the League in particulare. I hope you will be
able to do something with them or that at least they will be
of some interest to you, I do not believe, unhappily, that
anything définite will come out of the proposed inter-allied .
Conference with American participation. The French will
block the matter and the present British Government and any
conceivable American Government will not teke a strong line
against theme On the other hand I fancy the upshot would be
to align the United States much more definitely with Great
Britain than has hitherto been the case - hitherto the
Americans have tried to look upon the Franco-German and
Anglo-French differences as mere "European brgqls” in which
they were not interested and could not take gidess

I think the French will wreck this fortheoming Conference
but_that tThe result will be to make American public opinion
realise thatg~» “This "bre¢l",so far from being meaningless,
involves the future of ecivilization and that in this issue

Great Britain and Germany are substantially right while the
French are almost wholly Wronge

’

I told you in my last letter that a general election:
shortly was likely in England, fought on the issues of pro-
tection, unemployment and foreign poliecye This is now quite
clearly the case. I believe the election is more likely to
come in March, that is before the budget, than in June or
later, that is after the budget, The next budget is bound to
be unpopular for there will be no reduction of taxation and no
Government wants to go to the country with the voting of an 3
unpopular budget Jjust behind. But the time of the election ‘
depends very largely upon the developments in the next few
weeksSe

Yours sincerely,

Ke Pagtoimittaja Eero Erkko,
HELSINGIN SANOMAT,
Helsingforse

_____ o _3




K. Paatoimittaja Eero Erkko, ,
HELSINGIN SANOMAT, s £ S Tm——

Informaution Section,
Seeretariat
of the

SOCIETE DES NATIONS. LEAGUE OF NATIONS.

l4th hbo. 1924, Geneva,

Dear M, Erkko,

I enclose herewith an account of the state of opinion
in Great Britaim as re 8 the league of Hatioms, and the
kind of attitude toward the League which can be ex-
pected from the mresent, or for that matter any future,
Government. I have alsoc attempted some analysis of the
causes of British support for the League.

lastly, I have sent you, under separate cover, a
number of quotations from the press bearing upom the policy
of the Govermment toward the lLeague. 1 think all this is
of considerable topical interest, since the British Goverse
ment is evidently going to try to put itself at the head
of the efforts for peace and recomstructiom that are at last
visible in HZurope.

i think the jresent intemtiom is to "go easy" with
the French until the General Hlectiom has taken rlace in
that country, when it is hoped the Left parties will come
into power with whom it will be easier to deal. In the
meantime the British Govermment proposes to strengthen its
position in Burope and at home as much as esible, which
is om of the reasons why it Has now recognised the Russian
Government, thereby becoming a factor of importance to all
the new States in isst Europee

When the reports of the axporta’committooa are in,
the Covermment is likely to produce a plam for the proe-
visional settlement of reparations and debte issues, as well
as the question of security and ocoupation of the Huhr.
A final settlement on the economic side must awaifiithe co-
operation of the United States, which is not likely to be 5
forthcoming until after the Fresidential election #f that o
country (i.e., until after March 1925, when!th new Ade
ministwation takes office). To put it in a sentemcs, the
British programme is consolidation at home, a forward poliey
in Zast Burope immediately, a "defemsive" policy in the
West accompanied by the presentation of a concrete alter-
native to the Ruhr policy uatil after the Fremch elections,
when the British Government may be expected to begin to press
for acceptance of its reparations policy, andi to threaten
various f of active opposition in case the Fremnch prove

obdurate. RV TV Gw ua w condl
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, Please use this inf tion in any way you see
fit, but treat its origim as confidential.

Yours sincerely,



Information Section,
Secretariat
of the ;
SOCIETE DES NATIONS. } LEAGUE OF NATIONS.

18th Feb., 1924. Geneva. J

Dear Mr., Erkko,

I have sent you, under Sseparate cover, a series of
pamphlets just issued by the Information Section of the
League in french and English. The pamphlets attempt to fill
a long felt want, and that is to give in compact and readable
form an authentic account of the organisation and activities
of the League to date. The Leacue has now been in ex~
istence over four years and has become, as it were, part
of the political landscape. Its existence is going to be of
great importance the moment such questions as the re-entry
of Russia into European society and the reparations problem

) become ripe for solution. Meanwhile the activities of the
League are so numerous and varied snd cover such a wide
field, that it is very difficult for rublic opinion to get
a grasp of the situation.

For these reasons the Information Section has
issued this series, which, while not official in the sense
of e.ge Assembly records or minutes of the Counecil, is
absolutely accurate in its contents and bears the full
authority of the Information Section of the League Sec=-
retariat. The objective presentation of facts and the
absence of all comment or interpretation are the dis-
tinguishing features of the series and its chief claim to
notice. The series is intended to be, and, I hope is,
eminently suited for those who want hard facts on the basis
of which they can form their own ideas.

Several of the more important pamphlets are being
ublished in Finnish bg Werner SBderstrom, and in Swedish
Ey a Stockholm firm. Both sets of translations will be |
on sale at the Akademiska Bokhandeln, which is the official 2
agent in Finland for League publications, :

In view of the semi-official nature of the series and 1
of its intrinsic importance, I hope you will be able to 3
review it or otherwise notice it in your columns,

Yours sincerdiy,

& K. P, Eero Erxko, K.hflvﬁjauxov~4
HELSINGIN SANOMAT,

e Hclgingfors
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NATIONS GENEVE. ’
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‘.{'J 25 S of th
SOCIETE DES NATIONS = ~ LEAGUE OF NATIONS ;
16th Jan., 1925, Geneva, !
Rappeler dans la correspondance — = 4

In reply please quote —

M. P. Eero Erkko,
HELSINGIN SANOMAT,
- Helsingfors.

Dear M. Erkko,

I shall be in Finland from about the 8th or
10th of February till the 22nd or 25rd. The secretary~
General of the League is arriving on or about Feb;uary 19th
with M. Paul Mantoux, the head of the Politiecal Seection.
They will come over Stockholm from London and are going
on to Reval and Riga. The Secretary-General's and M.
Mantoux's visit is being made in response to invitations
from the Finnish, Esthonian apd Latvian Governments, and
is undertaken for the purpose of bringing the Secretary-
General into touch with the leading men and public opinion
in the various countries members of the League. The
Secretary-General and other high officials of the Secretariat
spend a good deal of their time visiting different states
msmbers of the League in this way. The Secretariat is,
of course, an international'oivil service at the disposal
for League purposes of all the Governments members of the

League, and these visits simply serve to emphasise the

| el Seelng S0
I shall bring with me biographicalL:%?Eép'iﬁﬂaﬁii\\i

graphs, etd., and also hope.to discuss with you the “ ‘ =

fact.,

general position as regards the League and public opinion “;J
in Finlgnd and what could be done to improve contact with |
the Information Section at Geneva. j
» I am looking forward very mach to my stay in :j

Finland. A
| ' Yours sincerely,

.....



Adresse télégraphique: NATIONS GENEVE.

-t

SOCIETE DES NATIONS LEAGUE OF NATIONS
25th August, 1926. Geneva,

Dear Mr. Erkko,
Thank you for yours of the 20th instant

) which reached me this morming. A press seat has been

// reserved fog.Niiniluoto and by a stroke of luck I have

//l secured himﬂgw;;dﬁngith pension at a very cheap rate

------ in a nice pension. I enclose a copy of the letter by
which this arrangement has been made. This was indeed a
gtroke of luck for accommodation is almost impossible to
find for the month of September. I need not say how glad
i am that you are sending a special correspondent and
that I will do everything I can to help M. Niiniluoto
during his stay here. I hope he will come to me as soon
as possible after his arrival,

Believe me,

Yours most sincerely,

K, P4#itoimittaja Bero Erkko, l X
HELSINGIN SANCMAT,

Helsingfar s,

SO R SRR
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Adresse télégraphique: NATIONS GENEVE.

SOCIETE DES NATIONS LEAGUE OF NATIONS

lst March, 1927, Geneva,

Dear Mr. Erkko,

HELSINGIN SANOMAT has ceased coming and I
/} am much regretting it. As you know I keep you supplied
with documents, articles, letters, etc., to the best of my
ablility, so that I hope you will find it rossible to con-~
tinue sending the raper. I assure you I appreciate getting

it very much, read it regularly and use it for the

Secretariat Press Review.

I have sent you, under separate cover, an
article on the Proceedings of the League in March and a note
on the forthecoming Council meeting. I do not think there

is any chance of the Chinese question coming up and so far
as I can see the only matter of importance on the agenda
will be the renewal of the membership of the Saar Governing
Commission. There was a kind of tacit understanding at the
beginning of the Commission's career that for the first five
vears a Frenchman should be President, for the next five

Jears a "neutral" and for the last five years a Saar in-~

habitant. The first part of the programme was carried out,

the
but with the resignation of Stephens £ second stage has come

to a premature end and it is quite on the cards that Germany

may try to have a Saar inhabitant appointed as President

now, There is also the question of complete evacuation

of French troops from the Saar,

No’ doubt too the fact that the Foreign

Ministers of Prance, Great Britain ang Germany are meeting

here will mean a good deal of private conversations between
them on their mutual affaira. Possibly too the relations
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of Poland and Germany may be discussed behind the sceunes,
but I doubt whether either the German-Polish"economicfwar"
or the question of evacuating the Rhineland will be brought
before the Council. Nevertheless it is a good thing to
have these matters discussed in a friendly and unofficial
way by the Foreign Ministers concerned in the atmosphere
aprd against the background of the League.

By the way, as I think I have mentioned before,
there is a staff of 60 resident correspondents in Geneva of
many nationalities and some of them first-class journalistg,
If you like I could recommend you tie names of one or two
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whom you might use either for sending an occasional article

by post or for 'covering' important League meetings, such
a8 the Council and Disarmament Commission in March, the
Economic Conference in May, ete,, or for both purposes.
UUSI SUOLI has 8. gdod correspondent here and HUFVUDSTADS-
BLADET also employs an occasional correspondent whom I

do pot consider so good but who at any rate is better than
nothing. It seems a pity that you should not have one.
The importance of the League is going to increase steadily
as is Finland's share and interest in its activities ana
it would therefore seem most desirable to secure a corres-
rondent at Geneva,

Yours sincerely,

Al



